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stationed at the Great Lakes Naval
Training Center from 1948 to 1949, con-
tinued on to graduate with honors from
Amherst College in 1951 and Harvard
Law School in 1953.

He was admitted to the Missouri Bar
in 1953; proceeded in a series of offices,
beginning, he was elected as the young-
est circuit attorney in the city of St.
Louis in its history at the age of 27. He
followed that by being elected the
youngest Missouri State attorney gen-
eral at the age of 31, and the youngest
Lieutenant Governor of the State of
Missouri by age 35.

He went on and in 1968 was elected to
the United States Senate representing
Missouri. In his first term in the
United States Senate, at the age of 42,
he was selected by George McGovern to
be his Vice Presidential candidate. And
while he was only that nominee for a
few days, and he will be known as such
in history, he went on to serve three
terms in the United States Senate,
sponsoring legislation, varied, but of
great importance to our country, the
Clean Air and Clean Water Acts, an
amendment which halted the U.S. in-
volvement in the Vietnam War, and as
the chief author of the Federal War
Powers Act that limits the authority
of the President to conduct war with-
out congressional approval.

After an amazing career in public
service, he came home to St. Louis,
and there he gave back to his commu-
nity, to new generations of people to
encourage them in public service, to
new generations of students. He was a
professor at Washington University in
St. Louis and St. Louis University
where he shared his vast knowledge
and experience with young people who
will be our leaders of tomorrow.

To others in public service, myself, I
am fortunate to say, included, he was a
great mentor, example and friend. He
never failed to promote the people and
the notions that he felt strongly about.

In his private life in St. Louis, he was
well known for acting with regard to
the civic good and giving back to his
community. He worked to bring the St.
Louis Rams to St. Louis, and recently,
in the 2006 elections, was a chief advo-
cate for Missouri’s amendment to the
Stem Cell Initiative which passed by a
vote of the people.
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In downtown St. Louis, our new Fed-
eral courthouse is named after Senator
Eagleton. It towers in our downtown
just west of the famous St. Louis Arch.
Thomas Eagleton’s career and life tow-
ers in our country as a great example
for all of us, whether we are involved in
public service or not.

He was legendary for writing lengthy
notes to people. I will treasure those
notes that he has sent to me; those
notes, that advice, that wise counsel
that he shared with so many.

The impact that he has had on young
people, their leadership for the future
and what he has given to our great
State and our country, he will be sore-
ly missed but very well remembered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

DR. MICHAEL ELLIS DEBAKEY, FA-
THER OF CARDIOVASCULAR SUR-
GERY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 56 minutes.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor of the House tonight to ask
my colleagues to join me in supporting
H.R. 1154. This bill designates a Con-
gressional Gold Medal for the famed
Houston heart surgeon, Dr. Michael
DeBakey. This legislation has been in-
troduced by my good friend from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN), but I feel it is incum-
bent upon me, as one of the physicians
of the House of Representatives, to
come to the floor and talk about how
important this award is for this indi-
vidual because, truly, Dr. Michael
DeBakey changed the face of medicine
forever in this country. His motto, as
always, was, ‘“‘Strive for nothing less
than excellence,” a motto that we
might adopt in the House of Represent-
atives today.

Dr. DeBakey received his bachelor’s
and his M.D. degree from Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans. While in med-
ical school, Dr. DeBakey invented what
became known as the roller pump,
later to become a major component in
the heart-lung machine used in open-
heart surgery. This was a
groundbreaking development because
previous mechanical pumps had de-
stroyed so many red blood cells in the
mechanical action of pumping. The
roller pump was truly a visionary
change that Dr. DeBakey popularized
when he was still in medical school in
the 1930s.

He completed his internship at Char-
ity Hospital in New Orleans. Charity
Hospital, unfortunately, is no longer
with us because of the ravages of Hur-
ricane Katrina. Dr. DeBakey completed
his residency in surgery at the Univer-
sity of Strasbourg, France and the Uni-
versity of Heidelberg in Germany.

He volunteered for service in World
War IT and subsequently was named di-
rector of the Surgical Consultants’ Di-
vision of the U.S. Surgeon General’s
Office. His work during that war led
that office to the development of the
Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, so-
called MASH units, those indeed that
were popularized by movies and tele-
vision shows back in the 1970s and were
the forerunners of our forward surgical
combat teams that have saved so many
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan today.

He helped establish the specialized
medical and surgical center system for
treating military personnel returning
home from war, subsequently known as
the Veterans’ Administration Medical
Center System.
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But it was at Methodist Hospital in
Houston where Dr. DeBakey performed
many of his groundbreaking surgeries,
including the first removal of a carotid
artery blockage in 1950, the year that I
was born; the first coronary artery by-
pass graft in 1964; the first use of a ven-
tricular assist device to pump blood
and support a diseased heart in 1966;
and some of the first heart transplants
in 1968 and 1969.

He developed the self-contained min-
iaturized left ventricular assist device
to pump blood for a diseased heart,
something that is in use to this day.
The techniques used to miniaturize the
device’s inner workings were developed
with engineers working on the Nation’s
space program at nearby NASA.

He served as an adviser to nearly
every United States President for the
last 50 years. Think of that, Mr. Speak-
er: The medical adviser to every United
States President for the last 50 years,
as well as to heads of state throughout
the world. He traveled, famously, to
Russia in 1996 to consult on the surgery
for Russian President Boris Yeltsin.

During his professional surgical ca-
reer, he performed more than 60,000
cardiovascular procedures and trained
thousands of surgeons who practice
around the world. His name is affixed
to a number of organizations, centers
for learning and projects devoted to
medical education and health edu-
cation for the general public.

But think of this, Mr. Speaker, Dr.
DeBakey also underwent an operation
that was named for him. I picked up a
copy of the New York Times last De-
cember and read a story about how Dr.
DeBakey had undergone the surgery
that he himself had described many
years before. In fact, Dr. DeBakey ad-
mitted at that time that, although he
knew he was ill, he never called his
own doctor, and he never called 911.
Quoting here, ‘‘if it becomes intense
enough, you’re perfectly willing to ac-
cept cardiac arrest as a possible way of
getting rid of the pain,” he told the
New York Times. A wonderful, prag-
matic individual.

He helped establish the National Li-
brary of Medicine, which is now the
world’s largest and most prestigious re-
pository for medical archives.

Mr. Speaker, as we talk in this Con-
gress about the need for improving the
computer technology for medical
records and medical information, Dr.
DeBakey was on the forefront of that
while most of us were still in grammar
school.

In 1969, he received the highest honor
a United States citizen can receive: the
Presidential Medal of Freedom with
Distinction. In 1976, his students found-
ed Michael E. DeBakey International
Surgical Society.

His contributions to medicine and his
breakthrough surgeries and innovative
devices have completely transformed
our view of the human body and its
longevity on this planet. At age 98, he
deserves the highest award that Con-
gress can bestow: the Congressional
Gold Medal.
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I urge my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring H.R. 1154, introduced by AL
GREEN of Texas.

———
WALTER REED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the
conditions that we have been hearing
about on the care of our veterans at
Walter Reed Outpatient Care.

Walter Reed is the first stop for
many of our brave men and women re-
turning from Iraq. These soldiers
risked their lives defending this great
Nation. They have lost friends in com-
bat, and they have seen countless com-
rades lose limbs and suffer horrible
wounds. They expect no reward in re-
turn for their bravery.

Unfortunately, the treatment they
have received when entering the out-
patient care is substandard. Conditions
at Walter Reed Building 18, even
though they are being improved today,
should have never gotten to that condi-
tion.

We have all read reports on the mat-
ter; so I will not go into all of the de-
tails.

Mr. Speaker, if these conditions ex-
isted in the public, the authorities
would have quickly been notified. How-
ever, the mismanagement of care does
not end with Building 18. Many of our
veterans are lost in the system once
they are transferred to the outpatient
care. Case files are being lost. Head
trauma victims are not receiving the
level of managed care they require.
Non-English-speaking families are left
to navigate through the red tape that
exists at Walter Reed and, I am sure,
many other veterans’ hospitals.

The management at Walter Reed is
directly responsible for these condi-
tions, and I know those are changing
now. But, again, we must make sure
this does not happen again.

Congress has the ability to improve
the situation for our new veterans. We
are all aware of the benefits of health
information technology. Health IT al-
lows patients to move throughout the
health care system in an easy manner.
If Health IT was implemented at Wal-
ter Reed, our veterans would be able to
move from inpatient to outpatient care
without the fear that their records
would be lost. The benefits our vet-
erans would receive if health IT is im-
plemented far outreach the cost of the
system.

Many of our Iraqi veterans are com-
ing home with head injuries. Roadside
bombs and IEDs are responsible for this
increase. These veterans require con-
stant care and supervision. Many of
them have lost cognitive abilities. In
some of the worst cases, veterans are
barely aware of their surroundings.

Let me say this: I know a lot about
head injuries. Going back 13 years ago,
my son was shot in the head, received
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traumatic head injuries, and he was
left partially paralyzed. We were
lucky. His mom was a nurse. She knew
how to go through the system. He was
also lucky that I had training in phys-
ical therapy. People understand, he
was only 26 at that time, as many of
our soldiers that are injured. They
don’t need just 3 hours of physical
therapy a day; they need 4 in the morn-
ing, 4 in the afternoon, and then they
need their families around them to
take care of them in the evening time.
It is hard. It is difficult work. But I
know our young men and women are
able to do this. The families need to be
trained on how to work with their chil-
dren that have head trauma.

But, again, it is up to us here in Con-
gress, and I know there are hearings,
but we must come up with answers on
giving the treatment to these veterans
with head injuries and to all our vet-
erans that go through Walter Reed.

You cannot expect someone to go
onto the campus and think that they
are going to remember that they have
an appointment the next day. You
can’t expect them to understand even
sometimes where they are at that par-
ticular moment.

This has been treatment that we
know how to give, and why we haven’t
given it to them I do not understand.

I know that Walter Reed is one of the
best hospitals in the Nation, as long as
you are in the hospital. But when you
come out, that is where we are losing
our veterans through the cracks. It is
unacceptable, and we in Congress have
a responsibility to make sure it doesn’t
happen.

During the Vietnam War, our mili-
tary came home, and, unfortunately,
we did not honor them the way they
should have been honored. I thought we
had learned our lesson.

The brave young men and women
representing this country have done a
wonderful job, and for us to even let
down any kind of health care treat-
ment for them is a black mark on this
Congress and certainly on us, the
United States of America.

I know the President has put a com-
mission in place. I have been around
here long enough to know, enough
commissions. We need action. We can
do it. That is what we are very good at,
getting down to the bottom of it and
putting in action. We can’t have these
veterans wait any longer.

Let me say this: Every day, Members
of Congress get on the floor and say
what a wonderful job our men and
women are doing. Every day we honor
them. And yet all of us have let them
down. That is not acceptable. I hope
that we will do better in the future.
The future has to be now. The time has
to be now. We cannot wait 2 to 3 to 4
months for a commission report.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida addressed the House. Her remarks
will appear hereafter in the Extensions
of Remarks.)

——

THE COUNTDOWN CREW: COUNT-
DOWN TO THE TAX INCREASE BY
THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, we have
come to the floor tonight again, my
colleagues and I, to talk about some-
thing that is of great concern to us,
great concern to the American people.
And that is that, in just 1,398 days,
there will be one of the largest tax in-
creases in American history, over $200
billion, and that is going to occur if the
majority party does not extend the tax
cuts that the Republicans put in place
in 2001, 2003 and extended some of them
in the last Congress.

But that is going to happen. This
huge tax increase is going to occur in
America. And the Democrats don’t
have to do anything but run out the
clock. If they sit on their hands, sit on
the ball, we will see, in 1,398 days, as I
said, one of the largest tax increases
that the American people will have
ever experienced.

Some of my colleagues on the other
side have talked about the change that
took place in this body, and there was
a change. But I don’t know anybody in
America, nobody that I talk to in the
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